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VEMORANDUM
TO Desi gnated Agency Ethics O ficials
FROM Ay L. Constock
D rector

SUBJECT: Increased G fts and Travel Reinbursenents Reporting
Threshol ds for Financial D sclosure Reports

The thresholds for reporting of gifts, reinbursenents and
travel expenses for public and confidential financial disclosure
reports have recently increased, retroactive to January 1, 2002.
The new thresholds are “nore than $285” for the aggregation |evel
for reporting, and “$114 or less” for the de mnims aggregation
exception threshold, for gifts and travel reinbursenents received
fromany one source during the reporting period.

These increases are brought about by a General Services
Adm ni stration (GSA) rul emaking raising “mnimal value” under the
Foreign G fts and Decorations Act, 5 U S.C. § 7342, to “$285 or
| ess” for the three-year period 2002-2004. See 67 Federal Reqister
56495- 56496 (Septenber 4, 2002), effective January 1, 2002. For
public financial disclosure reports, the gifts and travel
rei mbursenents reporting t hr eshol ds are tied, under
section 102(a)(2)(A) and (B) of the Ethics in Government Act,
5 US C app. 8 102(a)(2)(A) and (B), to any such increase of
foreign gifts “mnimal val ue” over $250. The sane thresholds are
extended to confidential financial disclosure reports by OGE s
executive branchwide regulations at 5 CF.R 88 2634.304 &
2634.907(a)(3). W expect those reporting thresholds will continue
to change every three years as GSA redefines “m ni mal val ue” under
the foreign gifts law at three-year intervals (see OGE s DAEQgram
DO 99- 029 announcing the prior such increase for the period 1999-
2001) .

Wth respect to SF 278 Public Financial D sclosure Reports,
for now the increased gifts and travel reinbursenments reporting
thresholds will only affect termnation reports filed after the
date of this notice, since nom nees, new entrants and candi dates do
not have to report gifts and reinbursenents and the incunbent
annual reports for calendar year 2001 filed this past spring are
not affected. The annual reports for cal endar year 2002 to be
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filed next year (2003) will include the higher thresholds. The
hi gher thresholds will be reflected in the new edition of the

SF 278 that is due for renewal under the Paperwork Reduction Act
next year. Until the new edition of the SF 278 becones avail abl e,
departnents and agencies should inform their filers who are
affected by the higher reporting thresholds, through a cover
menor andum or ot herw se.

The O fice of Government Ethics (OGE) has determ ned that
departments and agencies can utilize the new hi gher thresholds for
the entire fiscal year 2002 annual reporting period for the
i ncunbent OCGE Form 450 reports due this fall, even though the old,
| ower thresholds (nmore than $260 aggregate and $104 or |ess de

mnims exception) still applied for the | ast three nonths of 2001.
Applying the new higher thresholds for the entire fiscal year
reporting period will |essen the burden on filers and provide for

ease of adm nistration. Either way, departnents or agenci es should
notify their incunbent confidential report filers of the new
t hreshol ds. The new 2002 edition of the OGE Form 450, which is
currently pending final paperwork clearance at the Ofice of
Managenment and Budget, will reflect the increased thresholds. Once
the new edition is cleared, OGE wll inform departnents and
agenci es and pl ace downl oadabl e and fill abl e el ectroni c versions of
the OGE Form 450 in the forms section of OCGE Wb site at
http://ww. usoge. gov.

OGE will soon issue a final rule anmendnent to the part 2634
financial disclosure regulation incorporating, retroactively
effective to January 1, 2002, the new thresholds for reporting of
gifts and travel reinbursenents.
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