April 24, 2009

Mr. Raymond J Sheehan
Designated Agency Ethics Official
U S. Depariment of Agriculture
Washington, DC 20250-0122

Dear Mt Sheehan:-

The puzpose of this letter is ta explain the steps that [ will tzke to avoid any actual ar
apparent conflict of interest in the vent that [ am confirmed for the position of
Administrator, Rural Utilities Service, U S. Departinent of Agriculture (USDA) The
steps detdiled below take into account any potential conflicts or appearances thereof
associated with this position.

As required by 18 U 8.C. § 208(a), I will not participate personally and substaztially in
any particular matter that has a direct and predictable effect on my financial interests or
those of any other person whose interests are imputed to me, unless [ fifst obtain a written
waiver, pursuant to section 208(b)(1), or qualify for a regulatery exemption, pursuant to
section 208(b)(2). I further imderstand that the interests of the fillowing persons are
imputed to me: any spouse or minor child of mine, any peneral partner of a purinership
in which I am a limited o1 general partner; any entity in which I serve as officer, director,
trustee, general partner, o1 employee; and any person or entity with which I am
negotiating or have an errangement concerning prospective employment.

Finally, I understand that as an appointee I am !eqmred to sign the Ethics Pledge (Exac:

Order No. 13490) and that I will be bound by the requirements and restrictions therein in
addition to the cornmitments I have made in this and any other ethics agrecment.

Sinctrely,
e frf

ethan 5. Adelstain




