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From: M Davis
To: USOGE
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:52:38 PM

"Proposed Rule: Legal Expensed Fund Regulationusoge@oge.gov (RIN 3209-A550

/17 https://t.co/XatBbHmx05
(https://twitter.com/waltshaub/status/1537867810868797441?
t=CMPuParn1mrvgPFHu4VIL Xw&s=03)

I oppose this proposal vehemently and couldn't state the reason mote eloquently.

thank you
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From: Jane Brown

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 7:18:24 PM

Here's that comment in the body of several texts:
I oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:

- remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

- replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that prevents donors of cash
gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations affecting them or the industries in which they have
substantial interests;

- remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

- place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law firms by allowing them to
hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

Thank you.
And thank Walter Shaub for bringing this up to national attention.

Jane Brown
Decatur, GA
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From: Thomas J Marlowe

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:58:29 PM

| oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:

e remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

e replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that
prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations affecting
them or the industries in which they have substantial interests;

e remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

e place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law firms by
allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

The nation needs to move in direction of more and better ethics standards and ethics enforcement,
not less.

Thomas Marlowe

Rahway, New Jersey
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From: Chris Moody

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:47:17 PM

I oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:

o remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

 replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that
prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations
affecting them or the industries in which they have substantial interests;

o remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

¢ place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law
firms by allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.
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From: Alexander Weaver

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:47:16 PM

To whom it may concern,

I oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation, RIN 3209-AA50, as drafted. OGE
should at minimum make the following improvements:

o remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

¢ replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that
prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations
affecting them or the industries in which they have substantial interests;

o remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

¢ place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law
firms by allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers

Sincerely,

Alex Weaver
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From: Chris Moody

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:46:55 PM

I oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:

o remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

 replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that
prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations
affecting them or the industries in which they have substantial interests;

o remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

¢ place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law
firms by allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

Node-Nine, Inc.
hris@n -nine.com
619.354.6463
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From: Chris Moody

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:46:51 PM

I oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:

o remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

 replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that
prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations
affecting them or the industries in which they have substantial interests;

o remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

¢ place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law
firms by allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.
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From: Chris Moody

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:46:30 PM

I oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:

o remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

 replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that
prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations
affecting them or the industries in which they have substantial interests;

o remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

¢ place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law
firms by allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.
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From: Nicole Tuhy Brahms

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:46:17 PM

Dear sir / madam,

I oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:

- remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

- replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that prevents donors of cash
gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations affecting them or the industries in which they have
substantial interests;

- remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

- place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law firms by allowing them to
hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

Thank you,
Nicole

Nicole Tuhy Brahms
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From: Steven Schend

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:45:12 PM

I oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted.

Ethics are NEVER optional ESPECIALLY in government.

The OGE should remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

the OGE should replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year (or greater) recusal requirement that
prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations affecting them or the industries in
which they have substantial interests;

the OGE should remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and it should place nonprofit
charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law firms by allowing them to hire legal counsel

for whistleblowers.

Sent from My iPhone



mailto:steven.schend@gmail.com

mailto:usoge@oge.gov




From: Sandy Coates

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:45:11 PM

I oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:

e remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

e replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that prevents
donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations affecting them or the
industries in which they have substantial interests;

e remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

e place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law firms by
allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

Sandra Coates
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From: Boocoos Bear

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:44:09 PM

I oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE
should:

e remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

o replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal
requirement that prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions,
policies, or regulations affecting them or the industries in which they have
substantial interests;

e remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

e place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing
with large law firms by allowing them to hire legal counsel for
whistleblowers.

Gale
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From: Linda Beth Schilling

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:44:09 PM

| oppose OGE'’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:

¢ remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

e replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement
that prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations
affecting them or the industries in which they have substantial interests;

¢ remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

¢ place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law
firms by allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.
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From: MARY ELLEN CURRIE

To: USOGE

Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:54:22 PM

| oppose OGE'’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:

e remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

o replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement
that prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations
affecting them or the industries in which they have substantial interests;

¢ remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

¢ place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law
firms by allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

Thank you.
Mary Ellen Currie
Helena, MT
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From: Mickele Dausman

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:33:56 PM

I oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:

- remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

- replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that
prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations affecting
them or the industries in which they have substantial interests;

- remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

- place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law firms
by allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

Thank you,
Mickele Dausman
Sanford, Florida
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From: Erik Purins

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:33:56 PM

Thank you for your hard work on adding regulation to how LEF are handled.

| oppose OGE's proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should: - remove the
exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

- replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that
prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations affecting them or
the industries in which they have substantial interests; and

- place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law firms by
allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

These changes will remove the loop hole for non-compliance, make recusal more straight-
forward, and reduce harsh penalties against whistleblowers, who act in our public's interest.

Regards,
-e
Erik Purins

erik@purins.com
408 391 0663

Alameda, California
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From: Gene Joy

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:08:46 PM

I oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:

- remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

- replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that
prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations affecting
them or the industries in which they have substantial interests;

- remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

- place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law firms
by allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.
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From: Whitney Nelson

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:03:53 PM

I oppose OGEs proposed legal expense fund as drafted. OGE should:
Remove the exception that makes compliance with regulation optional;

Replace the proposed refusal requirement with a broader recusal requirement that prevents
donors of cash/gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations affecting them or their
industries in which they have substantial interests;

Remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser;
Place nonprofit charities on an equal footing with large law firms by allowing them to hire
legal counsel for whistleblowers.
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From: Dianne Martz

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:01:19 PM

I oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:

- remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

- replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that
prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations affecting
them or the industries in which they have substantial interests;

- remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

- place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law firms
by allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.
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From: Renate Wilson

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 7:59:26 PM

| oppose OGE's proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should: - remove the
exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional

- replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that
prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations affecting them or
the industries in which they have

substantial interests;

- remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and - place nonprofit
charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law firms by allowing them to
hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

Sincerely.

Renate Wilson

Walter Shaub

@waltshaub
- Jun 17

- replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that
prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations affecting them or
the industries in which they have substantial interests;
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Walter Shaub
@waltshaub

-Jun 1/

- replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that
prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations affecting them or

the industries in which they have substantial interests;
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From: Jennifer Zimmerman

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 7:57:07 PM

I oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:
- remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

- replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that prevents donors of cash
gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations affecting them or the industries in which they have
substantial interests;

- remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and
- place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law firms by allowing them to
hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

Jennifer Zimmerman
191 Rogers Avenue
Macon, GA 31204
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From: Erik Ogan

To: USOGE

Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 7:21:57 PM

Attachments: signature.asc

I am glad the OGE is tackling this problem, but I oppose the proposed regulation as drafted. I believe the OGE
should:

1. Remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

2. Replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that prevents donors of cash
gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations affecting them or the industries in which they have
substantial interests;

3. Remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

4. Place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law firms by allowing them to
hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.
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From: Mary Beth Kiss

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 7:17:32 PM

Good evening,

I oppose OGE's proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:
* remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

* replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that
prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations affecting
them or the industries in which they have substantial interests;

* remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

* place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law firms
by allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

Respectfully,

Mary Beth Straight Kiss

mbstr8k@gmail.com
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From: Jean Bailey

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 7:13:55 PM

I oppose OGE's proposed legal expense fund regulation as
drafted.

OGE should:

remove the exception that makes compliance with the
regulation optional;

replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader
5-year recusal requirement that prevents donors of cash
gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations
affecting them or the industries in which they have
substantial interests;

remove the offensive example involving an accused
sexual harasser;

and

place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an
equal footing with large law firms by allowing them to hire
legal counsel for whistleblowers.

How do we keep corruption from taking over our government if we don't have strong, required
ethical standards. Ethical standards can not be "optional."

Jean Bailey
Longmont, CO
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From: Mary Minor

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:53:25 PM

I oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:

o remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

 replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that
prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations
affecting them or the industries in which they have substantial interests;

o remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

o place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law
firms by allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

Mary Minor
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From:
To:

Karen Meredith
USOGE

Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 7:13:46 PM
Attachments: 91A211C8-EED0-4C39-8CDA-9C11E64CD56E.pna

| oppose OGE'’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as
drafted. OGE should:

remove the exception that makes compliance with the
regulation optional;

replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader
5-year recusal requirement that prevents donors of cash
gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations
affecting them or the industries in which they have
substantial interests;

remove the offensive example involving an accused
sexual harasser; and

place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an
equal footing with large law firms by allowing them to hire
legal counsel for whistleblowers.

Karen Meredith

Proud Mom of 1Lt Ken Ballard- KIA 5.30.04
www. lltkenballard.com

650.814.3611

President, American Gold Star Mothers, Dept of Northern CA
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| oppose OGE'’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as
drafted. OGE should:

« remove the exception that makes compliance with the
regulation optional;

« replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader
5-year recusal requirement that prevents donors of cash
gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations
affecting them or the industries in which they have
substantial interests;

= remove the offensive example involving an accused
sexual harasser; and

» place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an
equal footing with large law firms by allowing them to hire
legal counsel for whistleblowers.







From: Lucille A Lo Sapio

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 7:13:33 PM

I vehemently oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:

- remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

- replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that prevents donors of cash
gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations affecting them or the industries in which they have
substantial interests;

- remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

- place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law firms by allowing them to
hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

What good is an OPTIONAL ethics rule? No good.
Sincerely,

Lucille Lo Sapio
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From: Bill Hensler

To: USOGE

Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 6:58:05 PM

I oppose OGE’s proposed legal expenses fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:

* Remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional

* Replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader five year recusal requirement that
prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations affecting
them or the industries in which they have substantial interests.

» Remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harassed; and

* place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law firms
by allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

bill hensler
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From: Emily Singh

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 6:42:12 PM

I OPPOSE OGE's legal expense fund regulation as drafted. It is essential government ethics
regulations be strengthened in the wake of the abuses of the Trump years. Americans need to
be confident that government officials of both parties and those without partisan affiliation are
acting in the public interest. In order to contribute to that confidence the proposed regulation
should be changed to:

1. Remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

2. Replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that
prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations affecting
them or the industries in which they have substantial interests;

3. Remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

4. Place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law firms
by allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

Please incorporate these revisions into the final regulation.

Yours truly,

Emily Singh

11321 Pebble Garden Lane
Austin, TX 78739

randesingh84(@gmail.com
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From: judy sassincca.com

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 6:40:02 PM

| oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:

e remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

e replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal
requirement that prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions,
policies, or regulations affecting them or the industries in which they have
substantial interests;

e remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

e place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with
large law firms by allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

Judy Popowski
707-463-6655 (H)
650-483-2997 (C)
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From: Steve Portigal

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 6:40:02 PM

I am firmly opposed to theOGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE
should:

o Remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional,;

e Replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement
that prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations
affecting them or the industries in which they have substantial interests;

e Remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

e Place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law
firms by allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

Steve Portigal « www.portigal.com
User Research Consulting * Books « Podcast
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From: Anne Woods

To: USOGE

Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 6:27:46 PM

| oppose OGE's proposed legal expense fund regulation as
drafted. OGE should: - remove the exception that makes
compliance with the regulation optional;

- replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-
year recusal requirement that prevents donors of cash gifts
from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations affecting
them or the industries in which they have substantial interests;
- remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual
harasser; and - place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3)
organizations) on an equal footing with large law firms by
allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

Anne Woods
887 Humboldt Rd
Brisbane, CA 94005
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From: Marie B.

To: Contact OGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 6:22:55 PM

To the rulemakers at the Office of Government Ethics,

I'm writing to say that | oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted.

OGE should:

- remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

- replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that prevents
donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations affecting them or the
industries in which they have substantial interests;

- remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

- place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law firms by
allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

I'm sure you're aware that without making these changes the rule contains giant loopholes that will
allow for massive corruption. America deserves better than optional ethics for top officials. Please
rewrite this rule and make it better!

Thanks,

Marie Biondolillo

Sent from Mail for Windows
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From: Sharon Donaghue

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 6:18:27 PM

I oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:
- remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

- replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that
prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations affecting
them or the industries in which they have substantial interests;

- remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and
- place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law firms
by allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

Thank you,
Sharon Donaghue

260 Miller Ct.
Elyria, OH 44035
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From: Cathi Brown

To: USOGE

Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 6:10:32 PM

I oppose OGE's proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:

remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optionals;

replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that
prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations
affecting them or the industries in which they have substantial interests;

remove the offensive example involvi9ng an accused sexual harasser;

place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3)organizations on an equal footing with large law
firms by allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

Sincerely,

Catherine Brown
5206 Great Divide Dr,
Bee Cave, Tx 78738



mailto:cathipat.cb@gmail.com

mailto:usoge@oge.gov




From: Peter Sexton

To: USOGE

Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:51:15 PM

| oppose OGE'’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:

e remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

o replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement
that prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations
affecting them or the industries in which they have substantial interests;

¢ remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

¢ place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law
firms by allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

Sincerely,

Peter Sexton
San Francisco, CA
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From: Michael Loveland

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:49:42 PM

I oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:

o remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

 replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that
prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations
affecting them or the industries in which they have substantial interests;

o remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

o place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law
firms by allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

Thank you,

M. Loveland
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From: Carl Brahms

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:49:24 PM

Dear sir / madam,

| oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:

e remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

e replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal
requirement that prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions,
policies, or regulations affecting them or the industries in which they have
substantial interests;

e remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

e place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large
law firms by allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

Thank you very much,
Carl
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From: User

To: USOGE

Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:48:44 PM

I oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:

o remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

 replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that
prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations
affecting them or the industries in which they have substantial interests;

o remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

¢ place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law
firms by allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.
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From: Dava Ellinger

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:48:39 PM

I oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:

Remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional.

Replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that
prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations affecting

them or the industries in which they have substantial interests.

Replace the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser with a more cogent
example.

Place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law firms by
allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

Thank you for your time.
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From: Chris Moody

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:47:30 PM

I oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:

o remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

 replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that
prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations
affecting them or the industries in which they have substantial interests;

o remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser; and

¢ place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law
firms by allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.
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From: Tina Bessias

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:58:32 PM

We need a strong code of ethics to support our democracy! I therefore oppose OGE’s
proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted.

In particular, I urge OGE to

* remove the exception that makes compliance optional;

* replace the proposed 1-year recusal "requirement” with a broader, firmer 5-year requirement
that prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations affecting
them or the industries in which they have substantial interests;

* remove the offensive example involving an accused sexual harasser

* place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law firms
by allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

Christine Bessias
1604 CIliff St
Durham, NC 27707
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From: Lara Joynes-Whidden

To: USOGE
Subject: Proposed rule legal expense fund regulation RIN 3209 FF 50
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 6:52:40 PM

1 object to the current proposed rule.

Ethics should never be optional. Ethics must apply to all and should have serious enforcement through heavy fines
and potential prison sentences.

Lara Joynes-Whidden, LCSW, CEAP
Temple Terrace, FL
Sent from my iPad
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From: anne vebeliunas

To: USOGE
Subject: "Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)"
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 7:59:26 PM

The proposed Legal Expense Fund Regulation as drafted does not address the problem and
even encourages unethical behavior and corrupt practices. It is unacceptable and should be

corrected.

OGE should remove the provision for optional compliance. Compliance with a regulation can
only be mandatory, otherwise it does not regulate anything.

OGE should implement a 5 year recusal requirement to prevent donors from influencing
decisions or policies that affect their personal interests or the interests of specific industries,
individuals or other entities that provided the funding for the donations.

OGE should stipulate that the accused sexual harasser mentioned as an example could not use

such funding.

OGE should allow non-profits to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers, or require law firms that
receive funding from foreign governments or private individuals to be barred from defending
accused public officials without specific approval and guidance from the relevant court or
entity that will decide the case.
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From: brian grant

To: USOGE
Subject: "Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation (RIN 3209-AA50)"
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:18:01 PM

To Whom It May Concern,

| oppose OGE's proposed legal expense fund regulation as drafted. OGE should:
- remove the exception that makes compliance with the regulation optional;

- replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader 5-year recusal requirement that
prevents donors of cash gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations affecting them or
the industries in which they have substantial interests;- remove the offensive example involving
an accused sexual harasser;

and

- place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an equal footing with large law firms by
allowing them to hire legal counsel for whistleblowers.

Kathleen S. Grant
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From: Karen Woods

USOGE

To:
Subject: “Proposed Rule: Legal Expense Fund Regulation: (RIN 3209-AA50)"
Date: Monday, June 20, 2022 6:05:36 PM

i

ate:
Attachments:

| oppose OGE’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as
drafted. OGE should:

Karen Woods

Uplands Village

remove the exception that makes compliance with the
regulation optional;

replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader
5-year recusal requirement that prevents donors of cash
gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations
affecting them or the industries in which they have
substantial interests;

remove the offensive example involving an accused
sexual harasser; and

place nonprofit charities (601(c)(3) organizations) on an
equal footing with large law firms by allowing them to hire
legal counsel for whistleblowers.

209 Upper Meadows



mailto:scottwoods7@icloud.com

mailto:usoge@oge.gov



| oppose OGE'’s proposed legal expense fund regulation as
drafted. OGE should:

remove the exception that makes compliance with the
regulation optional;

replace the proposed recusal requirement with a broader
5-year recusal requirement that prevents donors of cash
gifts from influencing decisions, policies, or regulations
affecting them or the industries in which they have
substantial interests;

remove the offensive example involving an accused
sexual harasser; and

place nonprofit charities (501(c)(3) organizations) on an
equal footing with large law firms by allowing them to hire
legal counsel for whistleblowers.






